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 Golfers in the Petoskey area have been hitting the 
greens since the first courses were built in northern 
Michigan in 1896. The semi-private Harbor Point and 
private Wequetonsing golf clubs in Harbor Springs are 
still open for play, but now there are nearly 20 courses 
for every skill level in the tip of Michigan’s “mitten.” 
Golf Magazine cited the area as second in the U.S. 
in concentrated golf quality; its inventory includes 
the fine, public Little Traverse Bay Golf Club and 11 
Boyne Resort courses, with highly-rated Arthur Hills 
and Robert Trent Jones designs among them.

 It’s not only the quantity and range of play that 
appeals to golfers but course architecture that takes 
advantage of the region’s varying elevations, terrain 
and spectacular scenery. Vistas, whether along the Lake 
Michigan shore or through hardwood and pine forests, 
change with the seasons, from springtime’s renewed 
greenery through the long daylight hours of summer 
into the dynamic colors of autumn. 

 At Boyne Mountain, a ski resort for nearly half the 
year, it’s a mile-long ride up and a view-filled downward 
play at The Alpine, while The Monument’s 18 holes 
honor great names in golf. Nearby Boyne Highlands 
is home to The Heather, the championship course 
designed by Robert Trent Jones, and the challenging 
Arthur Hills course, where the 13th tee is positioned at 
one of the region’s highest points. 

 Boyne tapped Arthur Hills to redesign holes 16, 17 
and 18 at Crooked Tree Golf Club for the 2014 season. 
Known to be a tough but fair course, on clear days it 
affords spectacular bluff-top views of Little Traverse 
Bay. But Bill Strobridge, who’s made the easy drive 
from the Detroit area many times to golf most of the 
area’s courses, also recalls playing Crooked Tree “when 
the fog rolls in and you have to listen to hear where 
your ball lands.” 

 Hills is the architect of Boyne’s three nine-hole 
courses at the semi-private Bay Harbor Golf Club, 
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The Monument Golf Course at Boyne Mountain

rated by Golfweek as one of the Best Resort Courses 
of 2014. Bay Harbor has been called the “Pebble Beach 
of the Midwest,” and not because it was carved out of 
the wasteland of what, for over a century, had been an 
active limestone quarry. The Links, The Quarry and 
The Preserve are situated along the Lake Michigan 
shoreline and incorporate rugged outcroppings of rock, 
hardwood forests, dunes, wetlands and a sheer rock 
wall with a small waterfall. In addition to rave-worthy 
golf, the Bay Harbor complex includes a marina, 
luxurious residences, The Spa at Bay Harbor, shopping 
and dining district, equestrian center, and The Inn at 
Bay Harbor - A Renaissance Golf Resort.

 Travel writer Cynthia Boal Janssens specializes in 
writing about cruises and golf and has played at courses 
around the world. She observes, “Northern Michigan 
is just terrific because there is a lot of golf by great 
designers, yet the pricing is quite reasonable. Some of the 
courses are quite challenging and others are friendlier. 
Most are friendly to women. There is plenty of good 

golf for children, too,” she adds, noting the availability 
of youth pricing, junior tees and golf classes. Those with 
kids in tow can play a specially-priced round at Boyne’s 
Family Funday Sundays.

 Janssens and her husband Chet, who divide their 
time between homes in Florida and Boyne City, notes 
that northern Michigan has “the whole package,” with 
great shopping, restaurants, a variety of lodging and, for 
a bit of glitz, the Odawa Casino. “Between Petoskey, 
Harbor Springs, Boyne and Charlevoix, it’s all right 
there.” And, she adds, Mackinac Island, the historic, 
car-free resort area in the Straits of Mackinac, makes a 
fun day trip for the family.

 Kids love Michigan’s largest indoor waterpark, 
Avalanche Bay, at Boyne Mountain Resort. Zipline 
adventures thrill and a choice of spas pamper. But 
overall, leisure activities haven’t changed much since 
the late 1800s, when Great Lakes steamship companies 
and railroad lines lured city dwellers to the area with 
the promise of clean, fresh air, soothing spring waters, 
scenic beauty and outdoor recreation. In Petoskey and 
Harbor Springs, on opposite sides of Lake Michigan’s 
Little Traverse Bay, diversions remain as popular today 
as they were during the Victorian era: hiking, bicycling, 
boating, swimming, picnicking, fishing, taking in the 
natural sights, hunting for the fossil known as the 
Petoskey stone and browsing one-of-a-kind shops in 
Petoskey’s Gaslight District. Concerts in the Park and 
programs at the Crooked Tree Art Center and Bay 
View Association, a seasonal Chautauqua community 
founded in 1875, entertain; a leisurely drive through the 
Bay View neighborhood of 450 pastel-colored Victorian 
cottages is a step back in time. 

 Ernest Hemingway fans know that each summer of 
his youth, he and his family traveled from Chicago to 
their cottage on Walloon Lake, and as a young man he 
returned to the area that inspired some of his writing. 
A self-guided walking tour of Hemingway’s Petoskey 
hangouts highlights Jesperson’s Restaurant (try the 
homemade berry pie) and City Park Grill, where a 
portrait of the writer hangs above the long bar. 

 Throughout the area, there’s a choice of great dining 
options, local breweries and new wineries for relaxing 
and refreshing. Evening entertainment includes the 
free show over Little Traverse Bay that explains why 
a visiting reporter in 1873 called Petoskey the “Land of 
Million Dollar Sunsets.” 
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